The management of patients who have "failed" antireflux surgery.
Gastroenterologists may be called upon to manage patients who have had antireflux surgery that failed. The available literature on this topic comprises predominantly reports on retrospective, observational studies written by surgeons who often have focused on how technical deficiencies in performing the operation led to the failure. Such reports are of limited value to the gastroenterologist seeking guidance on patient management. Furthermore, comparisons among the reports are confounded by the lack of a standardized definition for failed antireflux surgery. This report critically reviews the available literature, and suggests a practical approach to the management of patients who have symptoms that were not completely relieved, that reappeared later, or that were caused by antireflux surgery.